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An Exciting Find
Jane Lescynski,

Cemetery Trustee

At the July 8th Selectmen’s Meeting, Sexton Bob 
Gow proudly showed the Selectmen his discov-
ery:  a 154 year old coffin plate which had worked 
its way up through the soil and got caught up in 
his rake. The inscription on the coffin plate reads:

Benjamin Bolles
Died Jan 31 1870

Aged 58 Years
Details found on Ancestry.com show Mr. Bolles 

was a farmer and passed away from Typhoid Fever.

At the July 11th Meeting of the Richmond 
Historical Society, Cemetery Trustee and Treasurer 
Jerry Mills presented the coffin plate for pres-
ervation to the Richmond Archives; it will be 
on display at the Richmond Public Library.

Solution to Puzzle #7 from Page ?

Photo by Fran Heap

Bolles Death Record

Bolles Birth Record
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“…the Founding Fathers gave the free 
press the protection it must have to fulfill 

its essential role in our democracy. 
The press was to serve the governed, 

not the governors.”
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black

Support your Richmond Rooster
From a friend on Old Homestead Hwy.

The Ol’ Town Pound
Lenny Solomon and Wendy O’Brien,

Richmond Historical Society

How many Richmond residents even know we have a 
Town Pound?  We do, and it’s located diagonally across 
Route 32 from the Veterans’ Hall. What - you can’t see it? 
That’s probably because it hasn’t been used since 1886. 

Back in the day, i.e., 1774, the Town records indi-
cate that Ebenezer Cole was elected to the post of 
Pound Keeper. The position of Pound Keeper was 
a very important one, as it was responsible for put-
ting stray livestock, such as pigs, cattle and sheep, 
in a holding pen until the owner could be identified. 

Working with another elected official called the 
“Hog Reave” who rounded up stray pigs, the Pound 
Keeper would capture stray animals and return them 
to their rightful owners. The first Town Pound was 
probably made of timber, because, at an 1801 town 
meeting, the voters decided to build a new pound out of 
stone. At several subsequent meetings, various citizens 
asked the Town to reconsider some details of the pro-
posal.  In 1802, a 40’ x 40’ structure was built on land 
owned by Joseph Weeks, who was appointed Pound 
Keeper. Weeks, who held this position until 1823, was 
also a judge and a New Hampshire state politician.

The structure boasted seven-foot walls above grade 
with an additional foot dug one foot below. There 

was a wooden gate to keep the animals confined. The 
pound had some restoration work performed in 1842 
and was used continuously until 1886. Since the need 
to deal with stray livestock today is rare, the function 
has evolved into the modern animal control officer.

Through the hard work of the members of the 
Richmond Historical Society, the Pound is now open 
to visitors!  We have several people to thank:  Bill and 
Eena Cantrell for allowing access to the Pound; Bonnie 
McCarthy for coordinating the signage; Bill Daniels for 
donating gravel for the pathway; and Al Bielunis, Dick 
Drew, Jerry Mills, and Jerry Merrifield for installing 
the new signs, handrail, and grading the gravel path.  
We hope you are interested in visiting this historic site.  
Please park in the Veterans’ Hall parking lot and care-
fully cross the road.  Please also stay within the confines 
of the Pound, as it is surrounded by private property. 

Apple Brownies
Terri O’Rorke

Ingredients
1 C. sugar
½ C. butter, melted
1 large egg
3 medium apples - peeled, cored and thinly sliced
½ C. chopped walnuts
1 C. all-purpose flour
¼ tsp. salt
½ tsp. each baking powder and baking soda
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
Directions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Grease a 9” x 9” 
baking dish.  Beat sugar, melted butter, and egg 
in a large bowl with an electric mixer until fluffy. 
Fold in the apples and walnuts. Sift flour, salt, bak-
ing powder, baking soda, and cinnamon together 
in a separate bowl; stir into apple mixture until just 
blended. Spread batter evenly in the prepared bak-
ing dish. Bake for about 35 minutes until a toothpick 
inserted in the center comes out clean.  Serves 12.

https://cushingandsons.com/
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Sudoku Puzzle #7
Written and Submitted by Sr. Mary Joseph

6 9 5

5 2 7 6 3

8 1

5 7 4 3

4 5 9 6

6 3 4 1

1

1 7 2 3 9

3 1 5 7

https://aquaaidsystems.com/
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Richmond’s Got Talent!
Saturday, September 7, 2024 – 10 AM to Noon
Lenny Solomon (guitar, harmonica, vocals) 
will perform at the Winchester Farmers’ Market 
at Winchester Center, weather permitting.
Friday, September 13, 2024 – 5:30 PM to 8 PM
Mark Lanen (keyboard, harmonica, vocals) will be per-
forming a variety of dance and fun songs from the 40s 
to the 90s, played the way you remember them, in a 
relaxed friendly atmosphere at the Winchester VFW’s 
pavilion at the back of the 35 Main St. property. Bar 
service and grilled items available. Come, listen, dance, 
sing along, and enjoy an early evening of music and fun.
Thursday, September 19, 2024 – 5:30 PM to 8 PM
Guaranteed local talent and beyond on Open Mic 
Night at “Stage 32”, our Vets’ Hall.  Music starts at 6 
PM.  Free event jointly sponsored by the Richmond 
Historical Society and the Town Welfare Office.
Saturday, September 21, 2024 – 10 AM to Noon
Lenny Solomon (guitar, harmonica, vocals) 
will perform at the Winchester Farmers’ Market 
at Winchester Center, weather permitting.
[All of the above performances are free and public.]

September is Veterans’ Appreciation Month
Pam Bielunis,

 Town Welfare Administrator
Veterans can obtain gift certificates to use at 
the Farmers’ Market in Keene, Hinsdale, or 
Winchester on the four Saturdays in September. 

Bring Proof of Military Service: DD-214, 
military ID, or show the Veteran insig-
nia on your Real ID NH Driver’s License.  

Thank you for your service.

Bell Tower Update
Pam Goodell

Bell Tower Committee of the Old Brick Church

The Old Brick Church has the Steeple Chase fin-
ish line in its sights.  Close to $30,000 has been 
raised so far, thanks to so many contributors.  (This 
is not including contributions from the yard sale 
which has not been held at the time of this submis-
sion.)  A $2,000 donation was received recently 
in addition to many others.   We are so thankful, 
and have high hopes of reaching the $53,000 goal.

Our contractor has stated that a lift needed to reach 
to the bell tower should be on site the 2nd or 3rd week 
in September.  How exciting!  Let the work begin!

Donations are still being accepted and they may 
be mailed to RCUMC or The Old Brick Church at 11 
Fitzwilliam Road, Richmond, NH 03470.  Notecards 
and tote bags are also still available to purchase.

mailto:Kevin%40radonremover.com?subject=Richmond%20Rooster%20Inquiry%20


6

STANDBY GENERATORS · DUCTLESS MINI-SPLITS
ELECTRICAL SERVICES · GAS SERVICES

Serving all of New England since 1994.

powersguaranteed.com · 800-853-7202 
A Visit with Abraham Lincoln:

a Living History Event
Wendy O’Brien, Secretary

Richmond Historical Society
The Richmond Historical Society will host “A 
Visit with Abraham Lincoln,” a living history pre-
sentation by Steve Wood, at 6:30 PM, Wednesday, 
September 25th, at the Veterans’ Hall. The pro-
gram, free and open to the public, is funded in 
part by a grant from New Hampshire Humanities.

“President Lincoln” will tell the story of his visit 
to New Hampshire in 1860, after his Cooper Union 
Address in New York City, and his subsequent nomina-
tion and election to the Presidency. After the program, 
Wood will step out of character and take questions 
from the audience. Wood, from Claremont, has been 
speaking as Abraham Lincoln for historical societies, 
libraries, schools, and community events throughout 
New England since 1995. He is retired, having worked 
for nearly thirty years with UNH Cooperative Extension 
as an Extension Educator in Forest Resources.

Library News
Wendy O’Brien

Library Calendar for September
Anytime:  Outside In, Deborah Underwood, 
StoryWalk at Amidon Park (behind the firehouse)
Wednesdays, 10 AM: Storytime
Saturdays, 10 AM – Noon:  Drop-in Knitting Circle
Wed., September 4th, 11 AM:  Richmond Reminisces
Wed., September 4th, 6 PM: Coffee with the Classics 
Book Club at Conant Library in Winchester, The 
Hours, Michael Cummingham
Tues., September 17th, 6 PM: Tuesday Book Club, 
Horse, Geraldine Brooks
Wed., September 25th, 6:30 PM: “A Visit with 
Abraham Lincoln” at the Veterans’ Hall, a NH 
Humanities To Go Lecture, co-sponsored with the 
Richmond Historical Society
Change to Libby: PIN Required as of September 18th
To increase security, the NH State Library has requested 
that PINs be put in place for subscribers to the down-
loadable book service Libby.  Starting on September 
18th, you will need to enter your PIN to access the 
service; the PIN will be your last name in all low-
ercase letters.  Looking to learn more about New 
Hampshire’s collection of free downloadable eBooks 
and audiobooks?  Drop by and get a library card!  
Back to School - Homeschooling Resources
Are you homeschooling your children?  Don’t for-
get about your own Town Library!  We have lots of 

http://www.powersgenerator.com
https://www.facebook.com/libraryrichmondnh/?rf=1525447901081090
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resources, including leveled readers and an exten-
sive non-fiction collection for research and writing 
reports.  Our collection also contains a number of 
books focusing on nature and art activities. In addi-
tion, we have access to the statewide interlibrary loan 
system, so if we don’t have the item you are looking 
for, we can get it for you (not to mention download-
able eBooks and audiobooks, computers, printers, and 
scanners to supplement your children’s work.)  Come 
and check us out!  Our online catalog is available at:
https://opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.
php?libraryname=RICHMOND%20PUBLIC>Library
New Titles
Close Knit, Jenny Colgan
Hard to Kill, James Patterson
What Have You Done?, Shari Lapena
The Frozen River, Ariel Lawhon
Death in Cornwall, Daniel Silva
 

Getting Ready to Vote:
from the Supervisors of the Checklist

Pam Bielunis, Chairperson
• To vote in all elections, please bring a Photo ID;
• At a Primary Election, if you are an undeclared/ 

independent voter, after you have taken a ballot 
and voted, progress to the Supervisors’ table and 
sign the book next to your name if you want to 
return to undeclared status;

• To register to vote, please bring a Photo ID, Birth 
Certificate, Passport, or Naturalization Papers 

(proof of US citizenship), and proof that you live 
in Richmond (e.g., utility bill, registration);

• To make changes, please bring your Photo ID (no 
party changes after June 4, 2024 for this year’s 
elections).

SCHEDULE
Supervisors’ Meetings (at Vets’ Hall)

Wednesday, August 28th at 7 PM
Wednesday, October 30th at 4 PM
Tuesday, December 10th at 10 AM

Elections (at Vets’ Hall)
Tuesday, September 10th, 8 AM - 7 PM - State Primary

Tuesday, November 5th, 8 AM – 7 PM

https://blaisrealestate.com/realestate/agent/rick-lewis/
https://opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.php?libraryname=RICHMOND%20PUBLIC>Library 
https://opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.php?libraryname=RICHMOND%20PUBLIC>Library 
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Richmond’s Mobile Food Pantry Event 
a Huge Success!

Pam Bielunis
(Indoor photos by Pam Bielunis;
outdoor photos by Susan Lanen)

The Richmond Mobile Food Pantry Event took place 
on Saturday, July 27th, at the Vets’ Hall. I would like 
to thank all the volunteers and everyone who came 
and took home food. About 80 households received 
fresh corn, summer squash, tomatoes, Swiss chard, 
carrots, cucumbers, potatoes, and onions. In addition, 
there was bread, farm- fresh beef and chicken, plus 
the ingredients for a spaghetti dinner. A special kids’ 
favorite table contained items like applesauce and 
mac-and-cheese. The Monadnock Humane Society 
supplied dog and cat food, collars, and leashes. 

These events are for Cheshire County residents. 
All the food is free of charge, and there is no income 
eligibility requirement. Just come to one of the Mobile 
Food Pantry Events, bring a photo ID and register to be 
eligible to obtain food at all the mobile food pantries in 
the four local towns (Fitzwilliam, Gilsum, Richmond, 
Winchester). Below is the schedule of the future 
events (they are all on Saturday or Sunday 1-3 PM):

Fitzwilliam (Emerson School)
Saturdays, Aug. 17th, Oct. 12th, Nov. 9th
Gilsum (STEAM Academy)
Saturdays, Aug. 31st, Sept. 28th, Oct. 26th
Richmond (Veterans Hall)
Saturdays, July 27th, Sept. 21st, Nov. 2nd
Winchester (ELM)
Sundays, Sept. 15th, Oct. 20th, Nov. 17th

Barbara Rogers & Bonnie McCarthy

Cheryl Brake

Community Kitchen Truck Sandee Auvil & Tim Rogers

https://www.jdwahlantiques.com/Default.asp
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Alison VanBrocklin & John Lewis

Hugh VanBrocklin Rev. Stacey Hartford & Susan Lanen

Karen Franzen & Jerry Mills
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NORTON, ABERT  JORDAN, P.C.  
Wills  Trusts  Estate Planning 

Elder Law  Estate  Trust Administration 
 

KEENE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
www.nortonabertlaw.com 

603-355-8858 

Best bank for a community 
business? Ask a local.
“Pride in Precision” is more than a motto for Ken and  
Chris Abbott of ABTech in Fitzwilliam. ABTech produces  
parts and measurement solutions with accuracy to less  
than a millionth of an inch for industries including aviation, 
optics, semiconductors, and more. 

When Ken and Chris decided to expand operations, they  
met with Savings Bank of Walpole’s Andrew Richardson  
to secure financing, and were so impressed they moved all 
their business accounts.

“Andrew took time to really understand ABTech and was 
genuinely interested in what we needed to grow and prosper,” 
says Ken. “That mattered to us.”

Chris and Ken Abbott | Owners (pictured with Andrew Richardson, SBW)  

ABTech, Inc.  |   Fitzwilliam  |   Switched to SBW in 2022

“ Savings Bank of Walpole offers precisely 
what our business needs from a bank.” 

6 3 1 9 5 4 8 7 2

5 4 2 1 8 7 9 6 3

9 8 7 3 2 6 5 4 1

2 9 5 6 7 1 4 3 8

4 1 8 5 3 9 7 2 6
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1 7 4 2 6 8 3 5 9

3 2 9 4 1 5 6 8 7

 puzzle 7 key

Solution to Puzzle #7 from Page 4
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Richmond Rooster Staff 
Editor/Co-Publisher: Fran Heap 
Design/Production/Co-Publisher: Renée Murphy
Consultant: John Boccalini
Proofreader: Lew Whittum 
Treasurer: Renée Murphy
Distribution: Wendy O’Brien
Social Media/Staff Photographer: Debra Carroll 
September’s Contributors: 
Pam Bielunis, Pam Goodell, Jane Lescynski, Wendy 
O’Brien, Terri O’Rorke and Sister Mary Joseph.

Advertising Rates 
Effective as of 2023
Yearly Rates

Business card size..........$165
Double size.....................$330 
1/4 page..........................$380 
1/2 page..........................$630 
Full page...................... $1250

Monthly Rates
Business card size..........$15 
Double size....................$30
1/4 page.........................$38
1/2 page.........................$63
Full page......................$125

Ad Dimensions:
Business Card.................2” h x 3 5/8” w 
Double Vertical...............4 1/8” h x 3 5/8” w 
Double Horizontal..........2” h x 7 1/2” w
1/4 page..........................4.9” h x 3 5/8” w 
1/2 page..........................4.9” h x 7 1/2” w  

Online Subscriptions Free
Snail Mail Subscription (1 year) $30
Email: therichmondrooster@gmail.com 

Stories are presented as fiction and are not intended to be 
historically accurate in content. Public notices, committee 
reports, articles, press releases, and letters to the editor are 
printed as received with minor changes according to space. 
The Richmond Rooster welcomes comments and article 
contributions. Deadline is the 10th of each month. 

Email – therichmondrooster@gmail.com 
Rooster Online: http://therichmondrooster.net

Town Administration
Selectmen: William Daniels, Doug Bersaw, 

Andrew Wallace
Selectmen Meeting at Town Hall – Mon. 5:30 P.M. 

Public is welcome to attend. Please call 239-4232 for an 
appointment if you have an item for the agenda.

Town Administrator: Susan Harrington
Administrative Assistant: Jennifer Thompson

Mon. 9 AM – Noon, 3 PM – 5:30 PM
Wed. 9 AM – 1 PM

Thurs. 9 AM – Noon
For town business outside of the above hours, 

please call 239-4232 for a Monday evening appointment.

Town Clerk: Karen O’Brien
Deputy Town Clerk: Cheryl Brake 

 Tues. 12:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Wed. 9 AM - Noon & 1 PM - 4 PM 

Thur. 8 AM - Noon
For Tues. appointments (5 PM, 5:30 PM, 6 PM), 

call 239-6202 or email the clerk.

Tax Collector: Steve Boscarino 
Deputy Tax Collector: Mary Rogers

Mon. 6 PM – 8 PM, Wed. 9 AM – Noon

Planning Board: Held at Taylor/VanBrocklin Bldg.
 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of the month - 7:00 PM

Transfer Station and Recycling Facility: 239-8136 
Tues. 8 AM – 4 PM, Thurs. 8 AM – 7 PM

Sat. 8 AM – 5 PM

Library: Wendy O’Brien, Library Director, 239-6164
Tues. 3 PM – 7 PM, Wed. 9 AM – Noon 
Thurs. 3 PM – 7 PM, Sat. 10 AM – 2 PM

Police (Non Emergency): 355-2000 
Fire/Rescue (Non Emergency): 239-4466 

Fire Warden:      
Fire Permit: Buzz Shaw, 239-4238

Selectmen – 239-4232 
Town Clerk – 239-6202 

Tax Collector – 239-6106
Road Agent: Elton “Buddy” Blood, II – 400-3629 

Building Maint.: Pam Bielunis 
Zoning Compliance Officer: 

[Phone number area codes are 603, unless otherwise noted.]

Visit town online: http://richmond.nh.gov or in person at 
Town Hall at 105 Old Homestead Highway.

EMERGENCY: POLICE/FIRE/RESCUE 9-1-1

The Richmond Rooster
an Independent Domestic Non-Profit Corporation

http://richmond.nh.gov
http://richmond.nh.gov


  The Richmond Rooster
  60 Whipple Hill Richmond, NH 03470

https://blaisrealestate.com/

